
 Windchimes2

 S-Hook 
 Wind Catcher

The Contest timeline & Rules: Work is to be done befor 
CBA’s 40th conference or at the CBA teaching station forges during 
conference. (Teams are encouraged in that case) 

Teams can use any open forge time to work on their design but must 
respect the other scheduled activities of the conference and the noise 
curfew. 4:00 pm Sat “time’s up”  Contestants bring their project to the 
gallery to hang them. (just befor banquet) Everyone will have a VOTE. 
Presentation of awards at the banquet. ALL windchimes will be donated 
to CBA & to be auctioned off at the Hard Rock Hammer-in.

Rules and procedures are subject to change in the interest of maximizing 
participation, fairness, fun, learning and creativity.

A Conference Artistic & Functional 
Blacksmithing Contest ‘windchimes’2

Some Guidelines for judging
  ��Functionality / adherence to the contest objectives 

 and rules for participants
 Craftsmanship / technical competence
  �Degree of difficulty / using unique 

characteristics of wind
  �Originality / Whimsicality
  �Design concept / sculptural presence.

Get some pipe. Drill a small hole in the end of each pipe, making sure to 
drill all the way through the pipe so that the hole was on the back, too.

Get two wooden circles. The larger one will be the top, where the pipes 
hang. The smaller one the clapper that hangs in the middle, keeping the pipes 
from constantly tangling.  

Using a nylon cord that’s suitable for outdoors. Cut a piece of cord about 
8” long and thread it through the holes at the end of one pipe. Take both ends, 
slip them up through a hole in the large wooden circle, and tied them in a knot. 
Repeat, but hold the wood up level and make sure string is the same length, order 
from shortest to longest. Or however you wish. For the hanger. Three more pieces 
of cord, tie a big knot in each, and feed them up through the three middle holes in 
the larger wooden circle. Hold all three cords tightly in hand. The varying lengths 
of pipes make one side heavier than the other, but you can make it all hang level 
by carefully adjusting those three cords. Then trim the ends. This part is ready to 
hang with an “S-hook” from a hook your porch ceiling. Make sure you’ve made a 
nice 

"S-hook” But first, hang the clapper. Take one more piece of cord, tie a knot 
in the end, and feed it through the smaller wooden circle. Then the other end up 
through the middle hole in the larger wooden circle, adjusted for length, and tie 
it in a knot. That’s it, the wind chimes are done! Mostly… add a “wind 
catcher” to help the breeze along. Make your 

“Wind Catcher” To do this cut a little 2” x 4” piece of thin metal, drill a hole 
in it, and string more cord through the hole. Then feed the end up through the 
hole in the clapper and knot it so the wind catcher hangs in place. The additional 
“wind catcher” piece helps catch the breeze and make the chimes ring even more. 
So, keep this in mind when you craft it, make it thin and larger if you want extra 
noisy wind chimes!

Sponcered by the TOUCHMARK Garden,  
Linda & Denis Murphy & Michelle Frazer
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Make it Today

a Few ideas to get you started making some noice! 
Get it Hot Hit it Hard!

&
TOOLS

HOW TO
USE THEM

CIRCULAR SAW: ��A portable cutting tool used to make boards too short.

BELT SANDER: �An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs

into major refinishing jobs.

WIRE WHEEL: �Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the

workbench with the speed of light. Also removes fingerprints and hard-

earned calluses from fingers in about the time it takes you to say, ‘Oh shit’.

DRILL PRESS: �A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out

of your hands so that it smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across

the room, denting the freshly-painted project which you had carefully set in

the corner where nothing could get to it.

MULTI-GRIPS: �Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters.

HACKSAW: �One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija board principle... It transforms human energy into a crooked, unpredictable

motion, and the more you attempt to influence its course, the more dismal your future becomes.

VISE-GRIPS: �Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they can also be used to transfer

intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.

OXYACETYLENE TORCH: �Used almost entirely for igniting various flammable objects in your shop and creating a fire. Also

handy for igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing

race.

TABLE SAW: A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall integrity. Very effective for digit

removal !!

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: �Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your new brake shoes,

trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper.

BAND SAW: �A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut large pieces into smaller pieces that more easily fit into the

trash after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the outside edge. Also good for Digit Removal

TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: �A tool for testing the maximum tensile strength of all the crap you forgot to disconnect.

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: �Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style paper-and-tin oil cans

and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out Phillips

screw heads.

STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: (Mixing Paint) A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted

screws into non-removable screws and butchering your palms.

PRY BAR: �A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to remove in order to replace a 50 cent part.

PVC PIPE CUTTER: A tool used to make plastic pipe too short.

HAMMER: (AMERICAN SCREWDRIVER) Originally employed as a weapon of war,

the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod to locate the most

expensive parts adjacent to the object we are trying to hit.

UTILITY KNIFE: Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons

delivered to your front door. Works particularly well on contents

such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector

magazines, refund checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially

useful for slicing work clothes, but only while in use.

SON OF A BITCH TOOL:
Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage while yelling ‘Son of a bitch’ at the top

of your lungs. It is also, most often, the next tool that you will need.
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Prize pool 
2 Tickets To ABANA Con, Virginia

‘4 Book Set’ Murphy Collection

2 Tickets To Hard Rock Hammer-in
Spiral Foods Of The Forge Book

  "TIPS BOOKLET"   

All participants will get this 
blacksmithing booklet.

& "ANVIL PICTUREs" 
posters, cards,  

booklets,  
CBA coloring books,  

T-shirts etc.  
Will be displayed for 

winners to choose from.

Prizes

Prizes

Contest themes:  
CBA 40th • Gold Mining • 
Music • Touchmark Garden •  
Hard Rock Hammer-in & CBA

A L L  w i n d c h i m e s  w i l l  b e  d o n a t e d  t o  C BA  &  t o  b e  a u c t i o n e d  o f f  a t  t h e  H a r d  R o c k  H a m m e r - i n .

bring it to the conference

Judge on 
the basis 

of the work 
presented  not 
on  reputation, 
level, age, etc. 

of participants.


